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Second to None 
Carl Holmquist (2020) 

Program Notes: 
Second to None is a funky fanfare dedicated to the city of Chicago that is inspired by its 
nickname - The Second City. The music overflows with rhythmic excitement, colorful 
harmonic language and an ever-present tone of joy, energy and optimism. The 
harmonic interval of a second, where two notes clash together in close proximity, is 
incorporated constantly throughout the piece, symbolizing the beauty that can result 
from sounds that at first glance seem to be discordant. Chicago is a special, spectacular 
city, Second to None, where a diverse community comes together to create a beautiful 
culture that is the envy of cities around the world. 

Parts are labeled by key, but please use the suggested instrumentation. 

Instrumentation 

Part 1/1a Part 3/3a
Flute Clarinet in Bb 
Oboe Trumpet in Bb 
Clarinet in Bb Tenor Sax 
Trumpet in Bb Alto Sax 

Horn 
Part 2/2a Part 4/4a 
Flute Bass Clarinet in Bb 
Oboe Bari Sax 
Clarinet in Bb Euphonium 
Trumpet in Bb Trombone 
Tenor Sax Bassoon 
Alto Sax Tuba 

Percussion
Mallets 
Drum Set 
Percussion 1 
Percussion 2 
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Ranges – all are in treble clef unless marked bass clef (B.C.): 
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Mallets

Drum Set

Percussion 1
Kick bass drum

Snare drum
Percussion 2

Cowbell
Hi-Hat

Triange
Ride Cymbal

PART 4

PART 2

PART 1

Flute
Oboe

Alto Sax

Bb Clarinet
Bb Trumpet

Tenor Sax

Bb Clarinet
Bb Trumpet

Tenor Sax

Alto Sax

F Horn

Bb B. Clarinet

Bari Sax

Euphonium
Trombone

Bassoon
Tuba
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Bb Clarinet
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