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Program Notes

I have loved Historically Black College and University (HBCU) bands and their style of
marching and playing as far back as I can remember. I particularly enjoy the invigorating
energy that bands bring to each performance that compels audiences to move, dance and
shake!

Bands often march to the stadium prior to a football game and get situated. If there’s
enough time, there’s an exchange of music back and forth between the two bands.This is
called the “zero quarter.” Bands can be heard playing warm-ups, chorales, marches or even
pop tunes. The zero quarter is a time to get used to how the ensemble sounds in the space,
warm-up and size up their competition across the field. Zero Quarter draws inspiration from
this event of the same name.

You can find chromatic passages, scalar passages, and a number of different articulations
that serve as ways to warm up wind bands and also demonstrate the style of HBCU
marching bands.

Performance Notes

HBCU bands are known for having a bold and direct sound. To replicate this sound, I’ve
compiled a list of suggestions for consideration in performances.

Brass sections should play with a full sound that has a slight edge. This is especially true of
the 1st parts. The woodwinds should find their place inside of the brass sound, but should
still have enough presence to add their color to the sound. The piccolo, however, should lay
nicely on top of everything. In fact, HBCU bands often only march piccolos. Feel free to
perform this piece with multiple students playing piccolo, but no more than 50% of the
section.

This piece needs to feel like a dance. HBCU bands dance in parades, in the stands and on
the field. If you watch a field show, nearly everyone ends with a dance feature where the
entire band puts their instruments on the field and dances. Zero Quarter should have that
kind of feeling; one that invites and compels people to move their heads up and down, sway
side-to-side and allow their body to physically interact with the music.

Although written in four, the piece is really felt it in 2. The percussion functions as the
drumline in the group and should play as such; no instrument is more important than the
other. The timpani replaces the bass, and the temple blocks replace the quads/quints.
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